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STUDENT-BUILT MEDIEVAL CATAPULT TO FLING BOWLING BALL ON EIU CAMPUS 
CHARLESTON - If the Eastern Illinois University campus is invaded by sword-toting warriors later 
this month, fear not, for the School of Technology can come to the rescue. 
Students are building a trebuchet, fashioned after a medieval catapult-like weapon, and they plan to 
use it Saturday, April23, to launch a 10-pound bowling ball at least 300 feet. The launch is set for 12:30 
p.m. in the grassy area south of Lantz Arena. 
This is the first time the project has been done at EIU, said Jim McKirahan, an instructor in the 
School of Technology's career and technical education program, who chose the activity to provide a way 
for students to incorporate their studies into a hands-on project. 
Members of the Technology Education Collegiate Association and other industrial technology 
students are assembling the trebuchet, which will be 13 feet tall, 1 0 feet long and 4 feet wide. It will have 
a 750-pound counterweight. 
Trebuchets, which utilize a counterweight and a pulley system to fling objects through the air, are 
thought to have originated in China around 300 B.C. They were used in later centuries by crusaders 
throughout Western Europe. 
For those more familiar with modem times, think of "Punkin Chunkin," a nationally televised event in 
which people compete to see whose machines can hurl pumpkins the farthest. 
The public is invited to watch the firing of the EIU students' trebuchet to see medieval weaponry, 
and industrial technology knowledge, in action. 
-30-
